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Mexican, Colombian and Venezuelan trade officials took major steps toward completion of the
Group of Three (G-3) free trade agreement during negotiations in the Mexican resort of La Trinidad,
Tlaxcala state, on Nov. 12-14. However, negotiators failed to meet their goal of completing the accord
before the vote on the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in the US Congress on Nov.
17. In a press conference on Nov. 14, Mexican Trade Secretary Jaime Serra Puche said the three
countries finalized agreements in such areas as agriculture, communications and transportation,
financial services, intellectual property, dispute resolution mechanisms, and unfair trade practices.
According to Everardo Souza, an adviser to Mexico's trade negotiating team, the agreement will
eliminate tariffs over a 10-year period for most trade among the three countries. Souza who is
the president of the private sector's Coordinator of Foreign Trade Organizations (Coordinadora
de Organismos Empresariales de Comercio Exterior, COECE) said one exception to the 10-year
timetable are tariffs on automobile imports, which will be phased out over 12 years at the request of
Colombia and Venezuela. Serra Puche told reporters the three countries have yet to finalize details
on such issues as rules of origin, trade in industrial products, coordination of trade legislation,
establishment of standards for investments, and public sector investments and procurements.
According to the Mexican Trade Secretary, technical negotiators from the three countries are still
attempting to iron out the remaining differences. Meanwhile, Serra Puche and his counterparts
Juan Manuel Santos of Colombia and Miguel Rodriguez Mendoza of Venezuela plan to continue
discussions aimed at resolving some of the pending political matters. Colombia's Santos told
reporters he was disappointed the three countries were unable to finalize the agreements during the
Nov. 12-14 session, since the G-3 countries wanted to provide a concrete sign of their commitment
to free trade ahead of the Nov. 17 US congressional vote on NAFTA. Nonetheless, in a separate
interview, Mexico's Serra Puche said the remaining differences can be worked out quickly, adding
that the G-3 agreement should be finalized before the end of November. He expressed confidence
that the three countries will be able to enact their new free trade agreement on Jan. 1, 1994. The
three countries have been negotiating the trilateral accord since 1989. (Sources: Notimex, 11/03/93,
11/04/93, 11/13/93; La Jornada, 10/25/93, 11/01/93, 11/04/93, 11/05/93, 11/13/93, 11/14/93; Spanish
news service EFE, 11/09/93, 11/14/93; Agence France-Presse, 11/10/93, 11/13/93, 11/15/93)
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